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         3 NOVEMBER, 2017
 
UK’S OLDEST FIAT TO DRIVE IN LONDON TO BRIGHTON VETERAN CAR RUN
· 1899 Fiat 3½hp to take part in London to Brighton Veteran Car Run on 5th November, 2017

· 118 year old Fiat can reach top speeds of up to 21mph
· Fiat 500 60th anniversary celebrated at Regent Street Motor Show

The oldest Fiat in the UK, the 1899 Fiat 3½hp, will take to the roads this Sunday as part of the annual London to Brighton Veteran Car Run.  

One of the earliest surviving Fiats in the world, the 3½hp will take to the road as it takes part in the event’s 60-mile drive, from Hyde Park in London down to Madeira Drive in Brighton, as part of the notorious heritage trial on 5th November, 2017.

Owned by FCA UK Ltd, and on permanent display at the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, this Fiat 3½hp can seat two adults in comfort, plus two children facing the driver, in a vis-à-vis layout.  With a horizontal two-cylinder engine producing 697cc and a three-speed (no reverse) gearbox, it can reach a top speed of 21mph while returning a very respectable 35mpg.  

This year marks 121 years since the inaugural London to Brighton run which celebrated the passing of the Locomotives on the Highways Act.  This saw the abolition of the need for a motorised vehicle to be led by a red flag carrying man and raising the speed limit from 4mph to 14mph. 

Fabbrica Italiana Automobili Torino (FIAT) was founded by a group of Turin investors in July 1899 and began assembling cars in a temporary factory.  The new founded company absorbed two smaller businesses, including a bicycle manufacturer which had a prototype car, called the ‘Welleyes’. The first dozen or so cars manufactured by Fiat in 1899 were derived from this prototype. A new purpose built factory started producing cars from March 1900 and from this Fiat grew to be an industrial giant and one of the world’s largest motor manufacturers. 

Saturday 4th November will also see the Regent Street Motor Show marking the 60th anniversary of the iconic Fiat 500 with a special display staged by the Fiat 500 Club.  It will depict the evolution of the original supermini, showcasing rare model including the Giardiniera estate and the 500 Saloon.
For more information on Fiat please visit www.fiat.co.uk or for further information on FCA Heritage visit www.fcaheritage.com. 

ENDS

Notes to Editors:

Engine: 697cc, 2 cylinder







Performance: 22mph
Price new: Lire 4,200
Manufacturer: Fabbrica Italiana Automobili Torino, Turin

Owner: FCA (UK) Ltd

FIAT Chrysler Automobiles UK Press Office Contacts:
Kate Saxton - PR Director +44 (0)1753 519592 kate.saxton@fcagroup.com
Krystyna Perry - Press Relations Manager Fiat and Alfa Romeo +44 (0)1753 519383 krystyna.perry@fcagroup.com 


