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For immediate release 







02 September 2014
FIAT APPOINTS NEW FLEET AND USED CAR DIRECTOR

Fiat Group Automobiles UK Ltd has announced the appointment of Francis Bleasdale to the newly created role of Fleet and Used Car Director.

Reporting to Commercial Director Karl Howkins, Francis takes over responsibility for developing fleet business and sales of used cars across the Fiat Group: the Fiat, Alfa Romeo, Abarth, Jeep and Chrysler brands.

Francis joins Fiat UK’s Commercial Operations department – formed last year – which is responsible for all Passenger Car Retail Sales, Fleet, Used and Logistics Operations.

He brings to the Fiat Chrysler Group a combination of marketing and product management knowledge, along with significant fleet, used car and international corporate sales experience gained over 20 years in the automotive industry, including roles at Nissan Europe and Impetus Automotive.

“I am very much looking forward to this new challenge,” says Francis. “The fact that Fiat Chrysler is taking fleet so seriously was a natural draw for me. The group is clearly evolving and I look forward to growing our fleet share in the industry on the back of our current line-up and including new Fiat and Jeep launches in 2015.”

“I am delighted to welcome Francis to the Fiat Chrysler Group,” adds Karl Howkins. “Over the last year we have completely overhauled the fleet team bringing in key personnel specifically from outside the company to deliver a much better customer experience.

“We know we still have work to do to improve our fleet appeal to Corporate and User Chooser fleets, but I’m extremely confident that with our huge new product offensive and, more importantly, Francis on board, we will deliver that.”

A golf, cricket and motorsport fan, Francis originates from Ulverston, Cumbria, and now lives in Buckinghamshire with his partner and two sons.
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